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Context  

“Schools must be safe spaces in which children and young people can understand and 

discuss sensitive topics, including terrorism and the extremist ideas that are part of terrorist 

ideology, and learn how to challenge these ideas… Schools should be mindful of their 

existing duties to forbid political indoctrination and secure a balanced presentation of 

political issues” 

(HM Government Prevent Duty Guidance for England and Wales 2015)  

What is “Channel” and “Prevent” 

As part of the Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015, schools have a duty to ‘prevent 

people being drawn into terrorism’.  This has become known as the ‘Prevent Duty’.  

Channel, a key element of the Home Office’s “Prevent” strategy, is a multi-agency approach 

to protect people at risk from radicalisation.  As a federation we will work with the local 

authority (Lewisham), local law enforcement, and religious and community leaders, to 

identify children vulnerable to radicalisation, and to stamp out extremism if it arises.  

How we will Implement Prevent at The King Alfred Federation 

Training  

Staff and Governors receive training by the Local Authority Prevent Officer, on what to look 

and listen out for, and how to report any concerns. The Designated Child Protection and 

Safeguarding Officers will deal swiftly with any referrals made by staff or with concerns 

reported by staff.  

Curriculum 

We plan a series of age related assemblies throughput the year that cover the issues, along 

with less explicit curriculum coverage about tolerance and extremist views. The themes are 

explored through PHSE and citizenship teaching as well as through our Bellingham 

Community Curriculum.  

How might we become aware of children becoming radicalised?  

During our daily contact with children we will be able to identify pupils that display some or 

many of the following behaviours:  

• Displaying feelings of grievance and injustice  

• Feeling under threat  

• Searching for identity, meaning and belonging  

• Who have a desire for status amongst their peers  

• Shows empathy for extremist causes 

• Glorifying violence, especially other faiths or cultures 



• Who have a desire for excitement and adventure  

• Displaying a need to dominate and control others  

• Who have a susceptibility to indoctrination  

• Displaying a radical desire for political or moral change  

• Who are susceptible to opportunistic involvement  

• Who have family or friends involved in extremism  

• Susceptible to being influenced or controlled by a group  

• With relevant mental health issues  

• Secretive behaviour 

• Advocating messages similar to illegal organisations or other extremist groups 

How we support children  

• We will always take allegations and concerns of radicalisation and/or terrorism 

seriously. We will help pupils channel their desire for excitement and adventure 

into suitable and healthy activities.  

• We will work with local religious and cultural organisations to instil a strong 

sense of identity in our pupils, as well as a clear place and purpose within the 

school.  We use the curriculum to ensure that children and young people 

understand how people with extreme views share these with others, especially 

using the internet. 

• We will establish appropriate filters to protect children from terrorist and 

extremist material online.  

• Our federation is stronger thanks to our open, multi-cultural and multi-faith 

community. We will always aim to integrate and engage every child within the 

school community, and in the wider community.  

• We will celebrate a range of different religious and cultural festivals across the 

year, giving every child the opportunity to take part.  

• We will monitor and assess incidents which suggest pupils are engaging, or are at 

risk of engaging in, extremist activity and/or radicalisation. 

 

Where staff are concerned that children are developing extremist views or show signs of 

becoming radicalised, they should discuss this with the Designated Safeguarding Lead 

 

 

 


